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§When you did it to these my brothers you were doing it to me¦  
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The following passage from the Encyclical Letter Caritas in 
Veritate ( §Charity in Truth¦) of Benedict XVI on Christian love 
represents the basis of the Mission of Armenian Caritas, which states: 
§Serve different vulnerable groups with love and compassion, respecting 

the dignity of each individual.¦
§Love- caritas- will always prove necessary. Love is therefore 

the service that the Church carries out in order to attend constantly 
to man°s sufferings and his material needs. We contribute to a better 
world by personally doing the good with full commitment. We are an 
immense service of charity towards neighbor. Love is the light that can 

always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the courage needed to 
keep living and working.¦

ENCYCLICAL LETTER CARITAS IN VERITATE
OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF BENEDICT XVI

ON INTEGRAL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN CHARITY AND TRUTH
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FROM CARITAS ARMENIA 
WITH WISDOM, LOVE AND COMPASSION

Dear Faithful Sisters and Brothers:

God called us, and we said YES. 
That is why we have also obtained the duty to do everything in addition to our talents. There are 

no excuses, when people say, ‘Oh, God is the one to do this work.’ No, God gave us this work and 
we have to do it in a way to touch the goal we are working for therefore we believe in a unity work. 
Unity comes through respect and depends on how you treat yourself and others. 

Caritas Armenia strives to focus on building partnerships and infrastructure that incorporate 
the principles of universal design, sustainability, and social justice. We find creative solutions by 
proactively collaborating with disadvantaged families, children, older people, and their relatives to 
develop an accessible and inclusive environment. We are called to provide resources and a proven 
approach to create such Centers that bring people together to live and advocate for better life, to 
build greater capacity for impact and to empower people and communities to work toward a healthy, 
fair, decent, dignified social system taking multi-dimensional approach.

We believe that by taking that approach we can create individual and community change. By 
locating diverse program under one roof, we encourage synergy, collaboration and social benefit. 

We understand that people require practical support to be active, loved and respected in their 
communities. Respect and love underpins all of our work. We believe in creating a welcoming and 
respectful environment in all Centers we support. We empower our Centers with the pillars they need 
to be locally relevant and to have a voice in the larger world.

We believe in creating efficient and high-impact programs and endeavor to make changes in 
lives of thousands of people as well as to create perspectives. Our vocation is to serve our brothers.

This is the task of the church to promote creation of  those perspectives for people in their 
motherland supported by European Caritas organizations. In just one sentence, without any 
exaggeration, I want to express my gratitude to Caritas Internationalis, Caritas Europa, European 
Caritas organizations, the church, the civil society, and all the responsible people to continue to 
support us in our mission.

God bless you all. Thank you for all you have done for people in need in Armenia!
Remaining yours in God’s name,

Fr. Raphael Archbishop Minassian 
Ordinary of Armenian Catholics in Armenia, Georgia, Russia, and Eastern Europe

President of Caritas Armenia
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Armenia and Armenian Caritas

“This is Armenia which I dearly love and which generously presents me with its three golden 
apples: kindness, talent and beauty.”

“Fortune and Stone” Kim Bakshi

Armenians have deep and ancient roots as people, but lacked a state of their own from 1375 
to 1918. They learned how to survive and flourish within multi-ethnic states, such as the Ottoman, 
Persian, Russian and Soviet empires. They managed to preserve Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, 
which was founded in 753 Before Christ, 29 years before the foundation of Rome. 

Armenian national identity has all the traditional components of European nations:

•	 a	common	history	dominated	by	 the	struggle	with	 their	Turkish	overlords	culminating	 in	 the	
Genocide	of	1915	

•	 a	shared	language	and	the	literary	tradition	it	bears
•	 a	sense	of	place,	of	lands	which	were	historically	populated	by	Armenians.	

Armenia became the first country to establish Christianity as its state religion when, in an event 
traditionally dated to 301 AD, St. Gregory the Illuminator convinced Tiridates III, the king of Armenia, 
to convert to Christianity, twelve years before the Christian religion was accepted by the Roman 
Emperor Konstantin. 

1700 years have passed from the adoption of Christianity in Armenia. However, people still 
continue suffering from indifference, cruelty, hunger, various illnesses as well as from economic and 
mental depressions. 

Established yet in 1943, the social pillar of the Armenian Catholic Church the Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS), with a huge involvement of Ms. Zevart Nadjarian with the help Of Vicar General, 
Msgr, Nechan Karakeheyan initiated the establishment of an Armenian Caritas Office in Gyumri 
in May of 1995. The office had a solid base as only 4 years before that, in 1991, after the fall of 
the Soviet Union, the Bishop of Rome, His Holiness Pope John Paul II merged the communities 
in Georgia and Russia with those in Armenia, creating a new Ordinariate of Armenia, Georgia, 
Russia, and Eastern Europe. His Holiness Jean-Paul II designated Msgr. Nerses Der-Nersessian, 
from Mekhitarists Congregation, as ordinary for the Catholic Armenians in Eastern Europe, Armenia, 
Georgia, Ukraine and Russia. In 1992, Msgr. Nerses Der-Nersessian was ordained Archbishop by 
the same Pope. His Excellency came to Armenia in the beginning of 1992 and established in Gyumri. 
The city was not chosen by chance: most of the Catholic Armenians live in the northern part of 
Armenia. This has become a kind of basis for fence-mending with the co-religionists on the other side 
of the border.  In June 1999 the organization was recognized by the Armenian Ministry of Justice as 
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a local Non-Governmental Organization, and became a full member of Caritas Internationalis and 
Caritas Europa.

Since, Armenian Caritas has subsequently extended its humanitarian work to other areas of the 
country. The geographic area of AC covers Shirak, Lori, Gegharkounick Provinces and the City of 
Yerevan, with the current projection of widening the circle of activities also to Ararat Province.

Armenian Caritas strongly believes in the strategic role that Civil Society has to play in the crucial 
field of development.

Therefore, AC is actively involved in supporting development initiatives directed to the 
improvements in fields of social services, public health, community development, migration/ refugee 
protection and trafficking, advocacy and lobbying as well as emergency preparation by:

•	 ensuring	adequate	living	standards	for	vulnerable	groups	and	fostering	socialization	of	such	
groups	in	targeted	regions;	

•	 enhancing	 family	 sustainability,	 healthy	 family’s	 development	 and	healthy	 childbirth	 through	
educating	pregnant	women	and	newly	established	families;	

•	 fostering	preventive	medication,	developing	rehabilitation	medicine,	and	provision	of	medical	
services	in	targeted	regions;	

•	 establishing	 community	 based	 organizations,	 community	 groups	 and	 community	 centers,	
parent	school	partnerships	and	developing	social	and	economic	self-supporting	mechanisms;	

•	 developing	infrastructures,	fostering	social	partnership	and		youth	development;	
•	 raising	awareness	among	migrants	on	migration	related	laws	and	regulation	and	developing	
reintegration	models	for	returnees;	

•	 providing	support	to	refugees;
•	 educating	different	groups	of	the	population	on	basic	trafficking;	
•	 providing	humanitarian	aids	and	post	emergency	rehabilitation	services;	
•	 developing	advocacy,	networking	and	lobbying.	

Armenian Caritas sees itself as the expression and an instrument of charity of the Armenian 
Catholic Church. Accordingly, Armenian Caritas seeks to organize and implement humanitarian 
and charitable actions in favor of persons and social groups living under difficult conditions without 
religious, national, or racial discriminations. Moreover, Armenian Caritas views itself as an important 
force in actively promoting the democratic and developmental changes in Armenia.

Since then, witnessing all the hardship and sufferings of the Armenian people, Caritas Armenia 
could not stay aloof to the sufferings of people in need as caritas, meaning “love for all people,” 
where the habit of charity extends not only to the love of God, but also to the love of neighbor. Caritas 
Armenia has been operating in several cities of Armenia having 9 centers for the youth and older 
people in the cities of Gyumri, Vanadzor, Tashir and Gavar.
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Armenian Caritas at  Gyumri, Vanadzor, Tashir and Gavar
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GYUMRI 

“Every thinking man - and by man I also mean woman-
MUST be occupied only by this interest - to develop a soul.”

- G.I. Gurdjief (as quoted in Solita Solano’s diaries)

Gyumri is not a newly evolved artificial city with no traditions, but a regional center of arts and 
crafts. As an old town, Gyumri has rich history and unique style. 

The “Kumayri” Historic District is an open-air museum under the heaven. It has over 1,000 XVIII 
and XIX century buildings and is the only place in Armenia to see an authentic historic Armenian 
city. The Kumayri District leaves most visitors with a strong impression of the city’s romantic past as 
a great center of Armenian culture, a major outpost of the Russian Empire, and a thriving center of 
trade where rich Armenian families built lavish mansions and founded great churches and cathedrals. 

After the establishment of the Soviet regime, the city entered a new era of development. The 
industry, the science and the culture highly developed. 
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Gyumri Day Care Center for the Older People

 ”I know what it is to be young, but you don’t know what it is to be old…” 

Orson Welles

Launched in June of 2006 it operates at 27 Hovhannes Sargsyan Street, II side-street and enables 
50 disabled and mentally frail elderly people of Gyumri to integrate into society and be equally treated 
through the provision of a range of supportive services, including legal and social assistance. 

This project involves a variety of services that include both human and material assistance, such 
as food commodities, hygienic items, leisure (entertainment) activities, specific medications needed 
by the elderly, and the provision of clothing. Beneficiaries of this project are also provided with a 
warm, three-course meal once a day. 

Most of the beneficiaries are registered with the Primary Health Care Clinic of Armenian Caritas, 
where they receive medical assistance and medications prescribed by the doctors. The doctors 
also conduct lectures on health-related subjects such as personal hygiene, asthmatic problems, and 
many others. 

Nurses with a specialization in Geriatric Care are responsible for conducting home visits and 
providing beneficiaries with basic medical care and general assistance according to their individual 
needs. 

Daily leisure activities include table games, interesting TV programs, concerts with professional 
musicians and schoolchildren, and visiting museums and the theatre. 

The project is supported by Italian Bishops Conference, Caritas Poland, Caritas Austria 
(Feldkirch), Medicor Foundation, US Bishops Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The Project manager is Flora Sargsyan, the Centre coordinator is Gurgen Baghdasaryan. 



17

Gyumri §Emili Aregak¦ Day Care Center
 for Children and Youth With Multiple Disabilities

“At the cross, Jesus subjects himself to disability, and his resurrected body continues to bear 
his scars as a sign of God’s solidarity with humanity.” 

Thomas E. Reynolds

Launched in June of 2008 it is already located in a state-of-the art building at 23 Paruyr Sevak 
Street. It is a unique Center all over the entire Transcaucasia. The aim of the new Center is to 
improve the life quality of the children with disabilities and support their families in giving them the 
opportunity to gain basic operational skills which they can use in their daily lives. 

According to the National Statistical Agency of Armenia over 17% of the country’s population 
has disabilities. The research done in the field showed that children and their families face significant 
social, economic, educational and healthcare difficulties. The overwhelming majority of the families 
who have disabled children live in extreme poverty or bad social-economic conditions. They are 
separated from the social activities, and there are no institutions providing social and developmental 
services for them. 

“Emili Aregak“ Day Care Center is able to solve many of these issues, to organize social events 
and leisure activities, where the children play the leading role, to provide psychological support, 
medical care, special education, physiotherapy, art and music therapy, life skills development, as 
well as nourishment. 

The Center currently enables 50 developmentally disadvantaged children and their families of 
Gyumri city to integrate into the society and be equally treated by providing a range of supportive 
services such as provision of nourishment, hygiene and medical care, organization of art, leisure 
activities and social events, psychological rehabilitation and life skills development. 

The Center also has areas open to the general public to socialize. 
According to Armenian Caritas research especially children with multiple disabilities are deprived 

of normal living conditions and are isolated from the society. 
The primary focus of the project is to develop the children’s physical and mental abilities, improve 

their social and life skills and prepare them to be independent. The children and their families have 
opportunities to interact with the public at social events organized within the framework of the project. 
The information on the rights of disabled children and teenagers as well as advocacy within this 
sector is disseminated throughout Armenia and beyond its borders through media. 

The Project is supported by Caritas Vorarlberg, Government of Vorarlberg, Austrian Development 
Agency, Renovabis, US Conference of Catholic Bishops, CNEWA, Medicor Foundation, Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Center director is Tigranui Akopyan, the Center coordinator is Tamara Vanoyan.
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Gyumri §Little Prince¦ Social Center for Children 

 “Then if a child comes to you, if he laughs, if he doesn’t answer your questions, you’ll know 
who he is. If this should happen, be kind! Send word immediately that he has come back.” 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Launched in October of 2009 the Gyumri Center operates at 3 Movses Khorenatsi Street, lane 1 
aims at contributing to social protection of disadvantaged children and their families.

The project strives to promote integration of disadvantaged children and youth. 
Primary direct target group of the project are 12-18 years old 85 children and youth from 

disadvantaged families and members of their families. These are mainly the families that have low 
budgets, low parenting abilities, drug or alcohol addiction. 

The children and their families benefit from the following services: 

•	 Social-psychological	services	
•	 Healthy	life	style	training	
•	 Life	skills	trainings	for	children	and	their	families	
•	 Vocational	trainings	for	youth	and	the	parents	
•	 Events,	social	campaigns,	excursions,	summer	camps	
•	 Provision	of	daily	food	in	the	center	
•	 Provision	of	clothing,	stationary	and	hygienic	items	
•	 Legal	counseling	
•	 Community	work	

The following group trainings are organized for children and youths: 

•	 Computer	
•	 Design	
•	 Sewing/handicraft	
•	 Sport	
•	 Painting	
•	 Bicycle	ride
•	 Cooking	
Secondary direct targets are Gyumri communities and 9 community secondary schools.
The project is supported by German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ) and Caritas Germany. 
The Project manager is Hasmik Sargsyan, Gyumri Centre coordinator is Anna Martirosyan.
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Gyumri Primary Health Care Center 

“Health is something that we should never take for granted but often do.
 It is our reasonable service to glorify the Lord in our body.”

Launched in 2002 and operating to present in Gyumri at 41 Mher Mkrtchyan Street aims at 
providing, in a compassionate and competent manner, primary ambulatory care for needy patients in 
Gyumri and those coming from surrounding areas. 

The Objectives of the project are to provide direct primary care, basic laboratory services and 
essential medicines, as available, for the established patients of the PHCC, counting to 1,600 patients; 
to expand the activities of the PHCC by introducing the system of regular home-visits not only to the 
lonely elderly, but also to other patients, as required; to continue re-training of two local physicians 
and two nurses (who are licensed in Armenia); to engage in regular weekly patient education and 
promote preventive medicine among patients who attend the PHCC; to introduce the practice of 
training courses for pregnant women. 

The Project is funded by Caritas Spain, Renovabis Germany. 
The Project manager is Artashes Margaryan.
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Gyumri Handicraft Workshop for Women 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
 “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11

Launched in 2007 it operates at 41 Mher Mkrtchyan Street and aims at providing women with 
opportunity for gaining economic independence thus decreasing chances of violence against women. 

The objectives are to train 50 women as sewing specialists and to provide them with additional 
handicraft skills using peer education methodology; to raise their self-esteem through provisions of 
psychological consultancy and organizing social events; and to provide women with small business 
running skills to insure their employability and economic independence. 

The sewing training is provided by a qualified specialist with the assistance of volunteer peer 
educators recruited from the number of our best former graduates. 

To insure the future employability of the graduates it is planned to provide them both with the 
skills for running and managing own small business, and with sewing kits comprised of sewing 
equipment and some materials, which would enable the women to generate own income. 

To insure even better quality and more compatible production, a designer is involved for the 
practical phase of the training, who assists in producing lines of clothing with contemporary design 
that have more demand in the market. Thus, the project assists the women in their future marketing 
strategy and items production which are sold during the exhibition-sales on local and national levels. 

The regularly organized social events such as shows of each line of clothing produced by the 
graduating groups, exhibition-sales, charity events for the beneficiaries of other projects of Armenian 
Caritas increase the self-confidence of the women and also help them value their own capacities 
and skills. 

The beneficiaries are women who are subject to domestic violence, young girls from poor families 
who can easily become victims of trafficking, girls from orphanages, single mothers, divorced women, 
mothers who have many children and whose husbands are unemployed, refugees and women from 
very poor families. 

The Project is supported by Renovabis. 
The Project manager is Gayane Norikyan and the coordinator is Nelli Harutyunyan.
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VANADZOR

Vanadzor is the third largest city in Armenia and the capital of the Lori Province in the northern 
part of the country. The area of present-day Vanadzor has been settled since the Bronze Age. It is 
located around 128 km north of the capital Yerevan. Vanadzor is a town-resort due to its mild climate, 
clean air and mineral springs. Many modern hotels are built in the city and the nearby countryside. 
The city is in a picturesque setting, with an attractive planned town center. Mostly crumbling Soviet-
era chemical factories dominate much of the valley below the city. Vanadzor, along with Gyumri and 
Spitak, suffered a considerable amount of damage from the 1988 earthquake. 
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Vanadzor §Little Prince¦ Social Center for Children 

Launched in October of 2011 and operating in Vanadzor at 2 Tumanyan Street aims to contribute 
to the social protection of disadvantaged children, youth, and their family members in the city of 
Vanadzor. 

The Centre provides socio-psychological assistance to 75 children and youth aged 10-18 and 
their family members, life skill development opportunities for children and professional development 
of their parents/family members. 

The children and youth are involved in the following activities: 
•	 Social-psychological	services	
•	 Practicing	healthy	life	style	
•	 Vocational	and	life	skills	trainings	for	children	and	youth	
•	 Events,	social	campaigns,	excursions	
•	 Provision	of	daily	food	in	the	Center	
•	 Provision	of	stationary	and	hygienic	items	
•	 Mentoring,	Leadership	club	
•	 Open-door	days	
•	 Community	work	

The following group trainings are organized for children and youths: 
•	 Computer	
•	 Design	
•	 Sewing/handicraft	
•	 Journalism	
•	 Puppet-making	
•	 Painting	

The Project is supported by Caritas Germany, Caritas Austria, Renovabis. 
The Project manager is Arevik Tumasyan and the coordinator is Narine Ghazaryan.
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TASHIR 

It is a town located in Lori Province of Armenia. It is located 42 km north of the provincial center 
Vanadzor. The town was established in 1844 by Russians who had arrived to the region from the 
Russian Empire. With the independence of Armenia in 1991, the town was renamed Tashir after the 
historic Tashir canton of Gugark, the 13th province of Greater Armenia. 

At an elevation of 1500 meters, Tashir has mild temperatures. The town is surrounded by black 
prairies, Alpine meadows and many marshes. 
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Tashir Day Care Center for the Older People

Launched in June of 2007 it operates at 276 Kirov Street and annually enables 60 elderly with 
disabilities of Tashir to integrate into society and receive equal treatment through the provision of a 
range of supportive services, including legal and social assistance. 

The Day Care Center project tackles human rights issues and strives to protect the right of 
the elderly to equal treatment, which refers to adequate conditions for the health and wellbeing 
of themselves and their families- including food, clothing, housing, medical care, and access to 
necessary social services. The Day Care Center also supports the right of each human being to 
participate freely in the cultural life of the community. 

Beneficiaries, who attend the activities of the Day Care Center 2-3 times each week (according 
to the schedule), come in groups of 30. The daily services of the Center include the organization of 
leisure activities, nourishment, access to personal hygiene facilities, primary health care provision, 
legal counseling, and social events. A number of actions planned as part of the project aim to raise 
public awareness and advocate for the rights of the elderly. 

The Project is supported by Italian Bishops Conference, Caritas Poland; Caritas Austria 
(Feldkirch), US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Medicor Foundation, L’Oeuvre D’Orient.

The Project manager is Armen Martirosyan and the Center coordinator is Seyran Nazaryan.
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Tashir §Little Prince¦ Social Center for Children 

 “All grown-ups were once children... but only few of them remember it.”
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 

Launched in January of 2011 Tashir Center operates at 12 Nayiri Street and aims at contributing 
to social protection of disadvantaged children and their families.

The project strives to promote integration of disadvantaged children and youth. 
Primary direct target group of the project are 12-18 years old 35 children and youth from 

disadvantaged families and members of their families. These are mainly the families that have low 
budgets, low parenting abilities, drug or alcohol addiction. 

The children and their families benefit from the following services: 

•	 Social-psychological	services	
•	 Healthy	life	style	training	
•	 Life	skills	trainings	for	children	and	their	families	
•	 Vocational	trainings	for	youth	and	the	parents	
•	 Events,	social	campaigns,	excursions,	summer	camps	
•	 Provision	of	daily	food	in	the	center	
•	 Provision	of	clothing,	stationary	and	hygienic	items	
•	 Legal	counseling	
•	 Community	work	
The following group trainings are organized for children and youths: 

•	 Computer	
•	 Design	
•	 Sewing/handicraft	
•	 Sport	
•	 Painting	
•	 Bicycle	ride
•	 Cooking	
Secondary direct targets are Tashir communities and 3 community secondary schools.
The Project is supported by German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ) and Caritas Germany. 
The Project manager is Hasmik Sargsyan, Tashir Center coordinator is Zhanna Israyelyan.
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GAVAR 

Gavar is the capital of the Gegharkunik Province. The area of modern-day Gavar has been 
inhabited since the Bronze Age. Many other medieval monuments, including Khachkars (cross-
stones), gravestones and a chapel are also found in the city. Much of the Soviet era infrastructure 
has failed and the industrial capacity has floundered. However, the local economy is improving at a 
slow rate as some businessmen are returning to Gavar from abroad with the hope of gaining new 
chances for investments. Major local manufacturers in Gavar include electronics and machinery 
plants, as well as textile mills. 

Education continues to be one of the main values in the society of Gavar. The Gavar State 
University was opened in 1993 after the independence of Armenia. 

The cuisine of Gavar is closely related with the oriental cuisine elements, characterized with 
various spices, vegetables, fish, and fruits combination. 
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Gavar §Little Prince¦ Social Center for Children 

Launched in January of 2010 it operates at 45 Artsruni Eghbayrner Street and aims to contribute 
to the social protection of disadvantaged children, youth, and their family members in the city of 
Gavar. 

The Center provides socio-psychological complex assistance to 40 children and youth aged 
10-18 and their family members, life skill development opportunities for children and professional 
development of their parents/family members, nourishment, stationery, hygienic items and clothes, 
entertainment activities and social events. 

The children and youth are involved in the following activities: 

•	 Social-psychological	services	
•	 Practicing	healthy	life	style	
•	 Vocational	and	life	skills	trainings	for	children	and	youth	
•	 Events,	social	campaigns,	excursions	
•	 Provision	of	daily	food	in	the	Center	
•	 Provision	of	stationary	and	hygienic	items	
•	 Mentoring,	Leadership	club	
•	 Open-door	days	
•	 Community	work	
The following group trainings are organized for children and youths: 

•	 Computer	
•	 Design	
•	 Sewing/handicraft	
•	 Wood	craft	
•	 Puppet-making	
•	 Painting	
The Project is supported by Caritas Germany, Caritas Austria, Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Innsbruck, Renovabis. 
The Project manager is Arevik Tumasyan, the Center coordinator is Sona Khachikyan.



Dear Friends:

On behalf of all children and adults of our 9 Centers let us thank you and appreciate your efforts 
you invest in life of 300 children and 2,700 adults and seniors sharing not only your daily bread but a 
hope that the far away brothers and sisters keep them in their daily prayers and thoughts.

Let us thank you and ensure that all those 3,000 people will keep you all in their daily prayers, 
wishing you God’s support and merci.

Stay well and happy, keep your trust in God and continue being with us.
“Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 

shall be with you.” Hebrew 13, 20, 21 

With love and care, remaining truly yours,
Caritas Armenia team 



Our Father which art in heaven,

 Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus Christ himself, gave all of us a pattern for prayer: 



During a special mass to mark the centenary of the 
mass killing, the Pope Francis referred to “three massive 
and unprecedented tragedies” of the past century. “The 
first, which is widely considered the first genocide of the 
twentieth century, struck your own Armenian people; 
bishops and priests, religious women and men, the 
elderly and even defenseless children and the infirm were 
murdered,” the Pope said. 

Luke 11:41
“But give that which is within as charity, and then all 

things are clean for you.

Proverbs 11:25
“The generous man will be prosperous, And he who 

waters will himself be watered”.



The following are several passages from the 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER CARITAS IN VERITATE OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF BENEDICT XVI TO THE BISHOPS, 
PRIESTS AND DEACONS, MEN AND WOMEN, RELIGIOUS THE LAY FAITHFUL AND ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL 

ON INTEGRAL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN 
CHARITY AND TRUTH

 

“Charity in truth, to which Jesus Christ bore witness by his earthly life and especially by his death 
and resurrection, is the principal driving force behind the authentic development of every person and 
of all humanity. Love — caritas — is an extraordinary force which leads people to opt for courageous 
and generous engagement in the field of justice and peace. It is a force that has its origin in God, 
Eternal Love and Absolute Truth. 

To defend the truth, to articulate it with humility and conviction, and to bear witness to it in life are 
therefore exacting and indispensable forms of charity. Charity, in fact, “rejoices in the truth” (1 Cor 
13:6). All people feel the interior impulse to love authentically: love and truth never abandon them 
completely, because these are the vocation planted by God in the heart and mind of every human 
person.

The search for love and truth is purified and liberated by Jesus Christ from the impoverishment 
that our humanity brings to it, and he reveals to us in all its fullness the initiative of love and the plan 
for true life that God has prepared for us. In Christ, charity in truth becomes the Face of his Person, 
a vocation for us to love our brothers and sisters in the truth of his plan. Indeed, he himself is the 
Truth (cf. Jn 14:6).



Charity is at the heart of the Church’s social doctrine. Every responsibility and every commitment 
spelt out by that doctrine is derived from charity which, according to the teaching of Jesus, is the 
synthesis of the entire Law (cf. Mt 22:36- 40). It gives real substance to the personal relationship with 
God and with neighbour; it is the principle not only of micro-relationships (with friends, with family 
members or within small groups) but also of macro-relationships (social, economic, and political 
ones). For the Church, instructed by the Gospel, charity is everything because, as Saint John teaches 
(cf. 1 Jn 4:8, 16) “God is love” (Deus Caritas Est): everything has its origin in God’s love, everything 
is shaped by it, everything is directed towards it. Love is God’s greatest gift to humanity, it is his 
promise and our hope.”
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When swans, symbols of Armenian Caritas, will again 

be peacefully sliding in ponds of the Armenian cities, 

Armenian Caritas will be sure that the virtues of purity, 

loyalty, unity, and love are securely rooted in Armenia.
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